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LITTLE FIVE 1787 SEAZOM ENMD REFORT
BOB HevDEN

Seazson: Jupne 24 - fAugust 7
September 22 — October 7

isitor Contacte: 87 (RAASZE - BHEBSRT)
o9t (B7£Z28 - 1887
Miles Traveled: 484 (@A&SZE ~ BASETD
42 (@9S22 - 1B/B7)
Campsite Rehabilitation: 138+
SEARCH AHD RESCUE:
1. Julxy 24, Goleta Bors Club member, . KIRBY, Yozt for 22
hourse in the El1iff Creek drainage. Found approximatelw

ofe mile south of Redwood Meadow by Cliff Creek, July Z53,.

2. July 25, bruised femurj; MNine Lakes Basin, Dutward Bound
student.

OTHER VISITOR ASSISTONCE {random cases):

1. Juiy 14, possible lost person, RICH&ED SEAMAN of Los
Angetlesz SBierrs Club Peaks Section; individual departed
without notifrying cther members of party or leaving a
nate at Ranger Station; Little Five #3. Mr. SEAMA&N was
contacted at his residence.

Il

July 233 zettled dizpute between threes wvisitors and
Goleta Boys Club; Little Five Lakes #3,

3. July 22; contacted Don Bedell through Dispatch that his
client, NARWCY J2 NORDEWSTER had been shorted two boxes of
food at her Big Arroyeo re—supply. #Arranged for the
remainder of the food to he delivered to Chagoopa Falls,
Fern River.

4. Hackpack, boot, stove, and camera repair.
S. rAwl and other materials lent to stock groups for tack
repair. ©“lso, horsezshoe nails provided,

S, Food and water bottle give-—awayr,
7. Tent and tarp ternding.

2. Messages relared for Cutward Bournd and commercial
packers.



2. Fiora and +auna identification.

lé¢, Trail and pass copndition reparts.

11.

archaeological and natural history talks.

WaRHIMG AHND COURTESY TAGS:
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June 2¥; camped at closed campsite; Little Five Lake #32;
MICHAEL HALL, Zan Diego, CA. : :

July 1; camping too cloze to water; Little Five Lake B3;
RICHARD MICHAEL TEMPLETON, Redlands, CA and three others,

July 13 unlawful food storage, Little Five Laks #3;
RICHARD MICHAEL TEMPLETON, Redlands, CAa and three athersz,

July §3 no fishing licensey Little Five Lake #Z; TIMOTHY
M. RICHARDS, Huntington Beach, CA.

July 1; no fishing ticensey Little Five Lake #32; GEORGE
HaHS0N, Redlands, CA.

July 143 no fishing licensey Big ArrorosChagoops Plateau;
CHRISTOPHER &MITH, Pt. Richmond, CaA.

Julty 2f; camped too close to water {and other probtems?;
Middle Big Arroyo; BILL ALLEN (Aathens, Georgia) Mew York
City Y.M.C.A., and =ixteen others,

July 233 untawful food storage, camping too close to
water, polluting the water; Little Five Lake #32; Goleta
Bovs Elub, Goleta, LA ‘nine individualsy.,

July 21y camping too closs to water; Columbine Lake, PAUL
LONAC, San Diege, CA and one other.

WORK PROJECTS

Updated Little Fiwve Ranger Station medical =supplies.

Reptaced siding, built a folding table, and made minor
alterations to the Little Fiwe Ranger Station.

Major clean up of the Big Arroro cabin and area.

Participated in the Kern Beaver Syrvey with HAROLD
WERNER and LAURA THAMPSOM.

Helped RICHARD FERRELLI, Bearpsw Ranger, with placement
of the Clif+ Cree¥ food storage box,




&, Mirnor trail maintenance throughout area: drainage;
removal of logs and rocks, brushing, for example.

7. Removed numercus ancient can and bottle dumpes fraom Big
Five Lakes, Lost Canvon, and Soda Cresk,

€. Removed nails and bolts from treez throughout the Little
Five Ranger Patrol District,

?. Requested several new signs for confusing junctions,

14. Destrayed and dug out a mrriad of firerings (see
"Backcountry Site Rehabilitation Report" formsd.

11. Obtiterated rock walls and hundreds of unnecessary "“trail
ducs" from Cyclaman LakKe to Kaweah Basin.

STOCH USE

i. BIG FIVE LAKES: Big Five LakKe #3 and the twe upper
meadows between Big Five Lakes #4 and #5, zimply stated,
get too much use. This judgement is bhased on the ocveral)
cendition of the area by the camp at Big Five #3, used
almost exclusively by Mineral King Pack Station; and the
condition of the upper meadows, which have hundreds of
two inch plus deep hoof prints. {see photographs). What
can we do? See stock use suggestions.,

2. BIG ARROYD: This area seems to be in good shape and, at
present, is used primarily by government stock. Private
and commercial use may ricse now that Kaweah Gap iz open
to stock. I+ stock use picks up, we will need to Keep an
exe on the already heavily impacted Big Arroaro Fatrol
cabin site.

3. CHAGOOPA PLATEAL: Presently, thisz area getzs less use
than the Big Arroyo, and primarily by government stock,
anly for zewveral weeks a rear.

4. LITTLE FIVE LAKES: Used almost exclusively by Mineral

King fack Station and use is definitely» on the rise since
1?84, The changes are esvident in the condition of
meadows and campsites. In additiaon, it seemes that those
wha star overnight at Little Five Lakes have a difficult
time with Keeping the stock out of the very» wetr claosed
stringer. The two hundred, tws inch plus deep hoof
prints there on September Z8 zpeoak for themssilves (gee
photographs». What can we do?



LOMG LAKES: Same story here as Little Five Lakes Basin.
Use ic up and meadows are wat upti! late in the season
even in a dry wexr liKe thiz one. See Meadow Monitoring
Data.

LOST CANYON: Mineral King Pack Station has pioneered new
camps near treeline here this yrear. Too early to say
what the outcome will be.

SO0DA CREEK: This drainage is used as a thoroughfare by
the Mineral King Pack Station, however, the presence of
"poigon feed" discourages much overnight use.

STOCK SUGGESTIONS

BIG FIVE LAKES #3 CAMP - At the very least, get the Mineral

King Pack Station more invatved in maintaining this
campeite themselves, since they zeem to account for 79
af the use. The location is good because it is off the
"beatern path" and few other visitors come across it. The
present firering needs to be recoanstructed away from the
rock face and the two filled in mammoth firerings need to
be obliterated altogether. The location where Mineral
King Pack &Station ties up their stock, needs to be
retated periodically, otherwise you end up with what is
there nows & forty foot by fitity foot zone of mule poop,
two —three inches deep. The following items were found
at this camp on September Z7th: remnants of horseshcoes;
seraps of aszsorted tack; broken liquor botties; bheer
cang; tin foily cigarette butts; cigar wrappers; chewing
tobacco cans; wire; twine; ropes; grille; assorted cansg
sausage and bacon packages; anm egg cartony orange peels;
men’s underwear} used toilet paper (less than eight feet
from water? and melted plastic.

UPPER BIG FIVE MEADOWS: The only realistic solution I can

cffer fand it mar not be realtistic toc some) would be to
give these meadows a recst for s year or two, only a
temporary closure. They need it.



FooT UsE

Crass=country travel is on the rise as veteran bacKpackers
tire of the welil used trails. Now they are creating new ones
into Kaweah Basini over Milestone Pass) Hande and Knees Pass)
from Upper Big Five Lakes to Upper Little Five Lakesj; from
Hand= and Knees Fass to Columbine Lake via Cyctaman Lake, and
many more, Glacier Pass, for example, has at feast eight
foot trails leading to it from the Sawtooth Pazs trail., It s
something we need to monitor. 1 see a markKed difference in
the following cross-country routes since 1984: Spring Lake to
Hands and Knees Pass to Upper Big Five Lakeg to Upper Little
Five lakes. Also: Hands and Knees Pass to Cyrclaman Lake to
Columbine Lake, and the Milestone Pass route., Theres no
question that Glacier Pass is in worse shape.

TRAILS

This »ear much phenomenal work was done in the name of
trails. A mrriad of step—-checks and water bars were put in
from Upper Big Arroyo to Black Rock Pass; from the Big Arroyo
Patrol Cabin to Chagoopa Plateau and in the Lost Canyon and
Scda Creek drainages. VYarious boggr areas were also tackled;
mast notewerthy, the infamous Soda Creek "bogs".

FPOSSIBLE TRAILS PROJECTS FOR NEXT YEAR:

1, Big Five Lakes Trail Junction to BRig Five LakKes #1.

2. Big Five Lakes #1 to Lost Canron.

3. Columbine Lake to Sawtooth Pass.,

4. Weest zide of Sawtooth Pass.

SIGNS

All sign requests have been submitted.

TRASH

388 pounds of trash was flown out by helicopter (or cached;
see Appendix A "Trash Caches").



BEARS

Bears were nat a problem in the Little Fiwve Patrcl District
at least up to August ?th, however there was at least one
report of a targe bear taking food from visitors at the Big
Arroro Patrol Cabin on September 1. Alsa, plastic and tin
foil was found in bear scat at Little Fiuve Laxkes #3 on
September 28. I suspect there were a few other "hitse® at
theze two locations during August and September.

Traditionally, there have been no bear problems at Littie
Five, Long, and Big Five Lakes tasins, This may change if

the food storage boxes cause bears to ook for people food in
cther areas.,

WILDLIFE OBSERVATIONS

1. 350+ upusual wildlife sightings {some from 1985 and (1¥84)
were submitted.

2. Littlte Five Lakes Bird List Relative Abundarnce fweekly)
Summary.

3. Proposed changes to Sequoia and Kings Canyon Naticnal
Parke Bird Checklist (mare to comed.

SENSITIVE PLANTS

1. Asplenium septentrionale, "MNorthern Spleenwort": looked
for thiszs population with Biolegical Technician, Sharyn
Makao at Columbine lLake, among the foxtail pines, in July
and August, without success.

2. Phacelia orogenes, "Mourtain Phacelia": looked for this
population on the High Sierra Trail betweern the Big
Arroyo and Chagoopa Plateau in August, without success,

ARCHAEDLOGICAL SITES

1. Jupe 28; historic tree carving; .4 mile southwest of Big
Arrarvo Patrol Cabin.

Z. June 38; obsidian flakes and tool; Spring Lake.
3. July 7; bedrock mortars/"slicks"; Cliff Creek.

4., July 14; ebsidian tools; Big arrorye Patrol Cabin.



S. July 1%¥; obsidian flakes; a3 mile northwest from the
Kern/High Sierra Trail Jjunctian.

é. July 28; bedrock mortars, granite handstone, obsidian
tools and flakes; Sky Parltor Meadow.

7. August 4; obsidian flakes, .4 mile southwest of Kaweah
Gap -

SUGGESTIONS

1. EClose Nine Lakes Basin to fires at the 18,008 foot
elevation in extreme Upper Big Arroyo ( see proposal, map
and photagraphs?.,

2, Reduce the group zize to 8-12 persons for cross—coauntry
foot travel, in order to protect pristine areas from
heavy impact and curb further etching af cross—countey
routes,

2. Add to Wilderness Regulations sheet: "Construction of

Trail Ducs is prohibited".

FUTURE WORK PROJELCTS

1'

A number of firerings need to be obliterated at the
following locations:

-—Big Five Lake #32, south side
~=Lower Big Arroro, one mile beliow the cabin

—~Lower Lost Canyon: a couple of camps need to be closed
as they are too close to water.

Lower Long Lake stock camp firering needs to be re-
constructed further away from water.

Big fArrore Patrol Cabin Rehabilitation Project: the flat
around the cabin has been denuded of trees over the
rears., Perhapes, roung lodgepoles could be planted here
in the fall.,



APPENDIY A

TRASH CACHES

1. Lower Soda Creek: 28 pound can cache, located 188 feet

west from Soda Creek - Big Arroveo Trail Junction, behind
jargest boulder.

2. Lost Canryon Trail Junction: grill and trash cache located
148 feet north from trail jumction signs, behind two

lodgepole snags.





